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PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

Modern Language Association of America. 



The Fifth Annual Convention of The Modern Language Asso- 
ciation of America was held at the University of Pennsylvania 
(Philadelphia) on December 28, 29 and 30, 1887. On Tuesday, 
December 27th, many of the delegates arrived in the City and met 
in the evening, in response to a cordial invitation noted on the pro- 
gramme, at the house of Dr. William Pepper, Provost of the Uni- 
versity, where they had the pleasure of making the acquaintance of a 
large number of invited guests representing both the professional 
and commercial interests of Philadelphia. Many of the officers, 
furthermore, of colleges in the immediate vicinity of the city, such as 
Haverford, Bryn Mawr and Swarthmore, were also present and 
extended a warm welcome to the strangers. Arrangements having 
been previously made by the Local Committee for visiting, on 
December 28th, the institutions just mentioned, a goodly number of 
the delegates embraced the opportunity to see Bryn Mawr and 
Haverford in the afternoon, the weather in the forenoon being so un- 
favorable as to preclude an excursion to Swarthmore, much to the 
regret of many members of the Association who had hoped to join in 
this pleasure. In the evening, at 8.20 o'clock, the first session of the 
Convention was called to order in the absence of the President, 
James Russell Lowell, by Vice-President James M. Garnett 
(University of Virginia) who said : The Modern Language Associa- 
tion of America will now come to order and begin its Fifth Annual 
Convention. I have the honor of introducing Dr. William Pepper, 
Provost of the University of Pennsylvania, who will give us an Ad- 
dress of Welcome.* 

After this Address was finished the Chairman made the following 
remarks : It is a matter of regret that the President of the Associa- 
tion, Professor James Russell Lowell of Harvard University, is 
not here to respond in fitting terms to this kind welcome. The first 
Vice-president, Professor W. T. Hewett of Cornell University, is 
absent in Europe, and therefore it devolves upon me to thank Dr. 
Pepper in the name of the Association for the words of welcome and 
the kind greeting which he has extended to us. I doubt not from 
the traditional reputation of this city, that each member of the Asso- 

•See this Address in full, Transactions, pp. 3-7. 
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ciation will receive a very warm reception, and will enjoy himself, in 
his brief stay here, to the fullest extent. 

I have now the honor of introducing Professor James Mac- 
Alister, Superintendent of the Public Schools of Philadelphia, who 
will address the Association on "The Place of Modern Literature in 
the Education of Our Time."* 

When this paper was finished the Chairman remarked : 

I thank Professor Mac Alister in the name of the Association for 
his eloquent and interesting address. — I understand that Rev. John 
S. Macintosh, Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, de- 
sires to make an announcement. 

Dr. Macintosh, thereupon, madethe following statement : " Some 
years ago I was called upon to preside at a meeting of a learned 
society on the other side of the water, where we had two such ad- 
dresses as we have heard to-night — such an address as my friend 
Provost Pepper always gives, kindly, generous and graceful, and a 
lecture such as my thoughtful and busy friend Professor Mac- 
Alister is very able to make. After having had two such addresses, 
a true Hiberian got up and said : ' Now, Mr. Chairman, let us turn to 
the sinsible and practical part of the matter.' It is my duty to make 
one or two practical statements about the arrangements which we 
have made with the view of carrying forward the interesting and in- 
structive services of the Association proper, and of opening to the 
friends who have come to our city, the various places of interest 
which they may see and visit. In the name of our city and 
of the various institutions, associations and public buildings to 
which I shall presently refer and which are now thrown open to 
you, I have to say that you are assured a cordial welcome wherever 
you may go and that you will doubtless find features of variety that 
will form for you a relief and an invigorating distraction when you 
pass out from the more sober and solid discussions of the various 
sessions of your own proper body. 

For the information of our friends who are not members of the 
Association, I will say that the morning sessions begin at 9-30 and 
the afternoon sessions at 2-30. I am desired to say that these meet- 
ings are open to the general public, and those who interest themselves 
in the literary and linguistic studies of the modern period are cordially 
invited to attend the sessions of the Association. 

On the part of the local committee of arrangements, I have to 
state that the institutions mentioned in the programme are open to 
the members and friends of the Association. The Pennsylvania 
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb should be added to that list. I 
have just received a communication from the Art Club of Philadel- 
phia, stating that it will be happy to have a visit from the members 
of the Modern Language Association, resident and non-resident, at 
its new club house to view the paintings now on exhibition. You 

*Cf. Transactions, pp. 6-16, for this paper. 
tSee Programme in full. Appendix x, at the end of this volume. 
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will find cards of admission at Parlor 104 of the Lafayette Hotel, to- 
morrow morning. I am however desired to state that any member 
announcing himself as such, will be admitted without a ticket. 

Now, Sir, this ordinary part of our proceedings may come to a 
close. I hope that I may be permitted to say that if there be any- 
thing in the power of the Local Committee or of its members which 
they can do to render the stay of the members in our city, agreeable, 
they will do it. 

I have also to announce that after these proceedings come to a 
close, a reception to the members of the Association and their friends 
will be held and all are cordially invited to remain. 

The Chairman then responded that he was sure we should all take 
great pleasure in accepting Dr. Macintosh's kind invitation and 
forthwith declared the Association adjourned to meet the next morn- 
ing according to announcement on the Programme (9.30 A. m.). The 
remainder of the evening was spent in social intercourse in the Uni- 
versity building where a delightful supper had been prepared for the 
refreshment of all those attending the meeting. 

The Second Session, on December 29th, was called to order at 10 
a. m. by Vice-President Garnett and the reading of reports was 
immediately taken up. The Secretary, Prof. A. M. Elliott 
(Johns Hopkins University), presented a brief statement of the pro- 
ceedings of the Fourth Annual Convention, held in Baltimore on 
December 28, 29, and 30, 1886, and then made the following remarks: 
Our membership has been gradually increasing since the last 
Convention. The rules with reference to admission have been more 
strictly enforced during the past year than ever before. We find a 
large number of professors in different parts of the country desiring 
admission to the Association and we now number about two hundred 
and fifty members. — With reference to the publications of the 
Association, I would state that the members have received the 
Transactions and the Proceedings of last year, which we con- 
cluded to print in one volume. Previously to this we had published 
separately the Proceedings which contained an outline of the papers 
with the discussions, etc., while the papers themselves were after- 
ward printed in full in the Transactions. By publishing the two 
together we could leave out the abstracts and thus the cost of the 
printing was reduced. Besides the Transactions and the Proceed- 
ings, we have issued Number iv. of the Modern Language Series : 
" Position of Modern Languages in the Higher Education," by Prof. 
Edward S. Joynes (South Carolina College). This paper was con- 
sidered by the Editorial Committee to be one of great interest at our 
present stage of development. It was read in 1876 and the Com- 
mittee thought it advisible to publish the essay under the auspices of 
the Association in order to show the striking difference between the 
position of Modern Languages in 1876 and in 1886 in our colleges. 
This is the only number that we have brought out in the Series this 
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year. As I stated at our last Convention, the necessity for this Series 
has been supplanted in a measure by private enterprise in the publi- 
cation of Modern Language Notes, which, when we entered on the 
publication of the Modern Language Series, did not exist. 

At our last meeting I was instructed to communicate with the 
German Modern Language Association which was formed a little 
more than one year ago at Hanover. A committee was appointed by 
the Baltimore Convention to draw up a Resolution containing our 
greetings to the sister organization ; this was adopted and I was re- 
quested to send it to the proper body in Germany. On the second 
day after the close of the meeting, this document was forwarded to 
Professor Adolf Ey, of Hanover, who was one of the most active 
workers in organizing the Hanover Convention. I was surprised to 
receive no direct answer to our communication, and when our Trans- 
actions were printed I sent on a copy to the German Society. 
Professor Edward Stengel (Marburg) then wrote to me that our 
Resolution had never been received and that nothing was known of 
it until the statement was seen in the Transactions. I cannot say 
whether it went astray on this or on the other side of the Atlantic. 

There is another point that I wish to mention, namely, with 
reference to the formation of the Modern Language Association of 
Ontario, which had just constituted itself into an organized body, at 
the University of Toronto, when our last Conference met. To the 
sister organization we sent a telegram of sympathy and congratu- 
lation and I received a telegram in reply immediately after the close 
of our Baltimore Convention. I have the gratifying privilege of further 
announcing that this Canadian Association is now holding its Second 
Convention at the same place as last year and I have had the pro- 
gramme of their meeting placed on the bulletin board so that you 
may see what they are doing to-day. 

The next business was the reading of the Treasurer's Report ; 
which was received and referred to an auditing committee consisting 
of Professors C. E. Hart (Rutgers College) and H. A. Rennert 
(University of Penn.). 

TREASURER'S ACCOUNT. 

Cash on hand January i, 1887 $171.82 

Receipts for 1887 513-35 

Total $685. 17 

Expenditures 508.30 

Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1888 $176.87 

On motion, the following committee was then appointed to suggest 
names of officers for the Association during the ensuing year : Pro- 
fessors H. C. G. von Jagemann (Indiana University), Edward S. 
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Joynes (South Carolina College), Alc£e Fortier (Tulane Universi- 
ty), W. L. Montague (Amherst College), C. Sprague Smith 
(Columbia College), A. H. Tolman (Ripon College), O. Seiden- 
sticker (University of Pennsylvania), J. J. Sturzinger (Bryn Mawr 
College). 

Professor J. M. Hart (University of Cincinnati), then made the 
following remarks : I have been asked to introduce a motion for 
the appointment of a committee to advocate the repeal of the present 
duty on the importation of books. This is a matter in which I have 
long been interested and I should be glad to have the sanction of the 
Association given in favor of the repeal of the duty on all books. I 
believe that steps have been taken toward this end in at least one 
of our colleges, — Vanderbilt University, and I think that similar 
measures have been adopted in Yale University. I feel that the 
sanction of this Association would add a good deal of weight to the 
movement which, I apprehend, all of us have been carrying on indi- 
vidually to a greater or less extent ; namely, trying to bring about a 
repeal of this tariff, I fancy that perhaps every member present has 
suffered directly, pecuniarily from this tariff and I believe that every 
one would be heartily rejoiced to see it effaced. We know how they 
regard it abroad ; they look upon it as something cruel, a positive 
blot upon the civilization of America. We all ought to do everything 
in our power to remove this. I think that we import physical food 
free of duty, and I do not see why America cannot also import 
spiritual food free of duty. 

The Chairman: I am heartily in sympathy with the last 
speaker and I think that it would be well for the Association to take 
action on this matter. It seems to me that it is the duty and the 
privilege of this Association to cast its influence in favor of every 
good movement brought before it. I agree with the speaker that it 
is a shame that a duty should be levied upon the publications of 
foreign countries. 

Professor O. Seidensticker (University of Pennsylvania): I 
should like to ask the gentleman who offers this motion, whether he 
proposes the abolition of the duty on all books or only on those 
books printed in languages other than the English ? I suppose that all 
are well aware what tremendous opposition would be made by book- 
sellers in this country if the duty on English books were abolished. 
If we should limit our objection to the duty on foreign books printed 
in foreign languages, it would not meet with the same degree of op- 
position on the part of an influential party. 

Professor Hart : I always go on the theory that ' half a loaf is 
better than no bread.' If I could not get all books free, I should be 
willing to compromise ; I do not see, however, why this Association 
should draw a line in favor of French, German, Italian, Spanish 
Chinese and Japanese as against our mother tongue. I am not pre- 
pared to admit that English books should be discriminated against 
any more than German or French. I happen to get more books in 
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the German language than in any other, but I do not see why we 
should not import such works as Symonds on the ' Predecessors of 
Shakespeare in the English Drama,' English works of history, chem- 
istry, mathematics and biology free of duty quite as much as the pub- 
lications in any other language. Of course we are at the mercy of 
Congress and if the manufacturers will give us all books but those in 
the English language free of duty we had better take them. We 
should, however, try for all that is possible. I have heard some ad- 
vocate the abolition of the duty on scientific books, but how are we 
to draw the line between what is scientific and what is not ? Who is to 
judge whether a particular book, say on the history of literature, is 
popular or scientific ? Why should a book on German literature pub- 
lished in the English language be taxed 25$ while the same book 
published in another language is imported duty-free ? Why should 
Americans tax their own language and not that of others ? 

Several years ago, I asked Mr. Robert Clarke, a large bookseller 
of Cincinnati, what he considered to be the chief cause of objection to 
the repeal of the duty on books. He thought that the opposition 
came chiefly from the manufacturers of illustrated children's books 
in this country. There is competition in this class of books. People 
buy these books by the looks of the cover rather than by the con- 
tents. In books there can be no direct competition. It does not fol- 
low because a French book is worth one dollar and an American book 
is worth one dollar and a quarter, that the French book will be 
bought in preference to the American. It seems to me that we can 
state this as a fact that there never can be any direct competition in 
books. Like other members of this Association, I have written books, 
and I can say that none of my books come into direct competition 
with any other book. The one may be better or worse than the 
other, but there is no direct competition. We should use all efforts 
to make books cheap. We have to pay out money for books, and 
the more we have to pay out, the harder it is for us to write our own 
books. 

Professor Paul F. Rohrbacher (Western University of Penna.) : 
I beg leave to differ from the assumption of the last speaker that 
English is the mother-tongue. It is not mine and we in Pennsylvania 
have as much right to claim German as our mother-tongue as English. 
It is spoken extensively in this state. I however heartily concur in 
the motion that works in all foreign languages, especially in German 
and French, should be admitted duty-free. — I do not believe that 
England is the mother-country ; all Europe was the mother country 
and all the prominent languages, especially French and German, are 
mother-tongues. I hope that any movement made in this direction 
will include German and French. 

The Chairman : It has been moved and seconded that a com- 
mittee be appointed to memorialize Congress to repeal the duty on 
books, and if we cannot get the duty off all books, at least off those 
published in languages other than the English. I think with respect 
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to this matter that it would be desirable if the committee, or as many 
of it as could do so, should go to Washington and lay the matter 
before the Committee of Ways and Means in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. I have had some experience in memorializing Congress. 
I have drawn up one myself and I have signed others, but I find that 
they do no good. If the Committee personally presents the views of 
this Association before the Committee of Ways and Means, it may 
have more effect. 

The question being on the adoption of the above motion, it was 
adopted, and the following committee named by the Chair : Pro- 
fessors J. M. Hart (University of Cincinnati), Win. H. Purnell 
(Frederick, Md.), H. S. White (Cornell University), Th. W. Hunt 
(Princeton College), and Henry R. Lang (New Bedford, Mass). 

Professor Hart : I should rather be allowed to serve on the 
Committee without being its Chairman, especially if part of the duty 
is to go to Washington. It would be impossible for me to do this as 
I shall have to be in Cincinnati on the second of January. 

The Chairman : That was simply a suggestion of my own ; it is 
not incorporated in the origininal Resolution. 

Dr. James W. Bright (Johns Hopkins University) : I have a 
resolution to offer which is not a repetition of anything that we have 
had. It is uniformly a mark of growth in an organization of this kind 
that certain phases of its activity organize within the organization at 
large. A number of members of this Association have been consult- 
ing with each other with regard to the possibility of organizing within 
this Association a branch, or a circle as it might be called, which 
shall represent the efforts especially directed to the study of phonetics. 
The study of phonetics is inseparable with the work of us all and yet 
it is a phase of the general subject of philology which, in its more 
exact details, is best relegated to specialists in the department of 
phonetics itself. Such branches, such wheels within wheels, are 
known to us in the Associations of other countries and I should like 
to test the feeling of the Association in this matter by offering as a 
motion that a committee be appointed by the Chair to consider the 
advisability of organizing a phonetic circle or section in this Associa- 
tion. — The question being on the above motion, it was adopted, and 
the following committee appointed : Professor Edward S. Shel- 
don (Harvard University), Dr. James W. Bright (Johns Hopkins 
University), Professors Hermann Collitz (Bryn Mawr College), 
Sylvester Primer (College of Charleston), Gustaf Karsten (Indi- 
ana University), H. C. G. Brandt (Hamilton College), H. C. G. von 
Jagemann (Indiana University). 

Dr. James W. Bright (Johns Hopkins University) : I recall the delay 
at the last meeting of this Association in the matter of the selection of 
a place for the future meeting, and I think that it would expedite 
matters if the following Resolution could be adopted. Resolved that 
a committee consisting of the persons hereafter named, be appointed 
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to recommend at the close of the sessions of the present Convention 
a choice of place at which the next annual meeting of this Association 
may be held. — I would suggest as the members of that committee the 
following : Professors J. M. Hart (University of Cincinnati), A. 
Marshall Elliott (Johns Hopkins University), Alcee Fortier 
(Tulane University), H. C. G. von Jagemann (Indiana University), 
J. M. Garnett (University of Virginia), Th. VV. Hunt (Princeton 
College), and A. H. Tolman (Ripon College). 

The Resolution was adopted and the aforesaid gentlemen ap- 
pointed accordingly. 

Professor Jno. G. R. McElroy (University of Penna.) : I wish 
to state, Mr. President, on behalf of the University, that all the build- 
ings of the University are open to the members of this Association 
during their stay in the city. Upon this piece of ground enclosed by 
the same fence, are the medical quarters immediately to the west of 
this building where we now are, the dental school to the south-west. 
To the south is the hospital which will well repay a visit. At the 
corner of Pine and Thirty-sixth streets is the veterinary school, some- 
thing quite new in America, although not the only one. On Spruce 
street beyond thirty-seventh, is the biological school. All these 
buildings and any others belonging to the University will be open, 
and it is hoped that the members will find an opportunity to visit 
them. — Now, Mr. President, I wish to make a motion that the dis- 
cussions upon the different papers read before this Convention, be 
limited, at any one time, to ten minutes for the member opening the 
debate and to five minutes each for the following speakers. — Adopted. 

The Chairman : I am requested to announce that when the 
Association adjourns at i o'clock, the members will find luncheon, in 
the hall which has been provided by our friends of the University. — 
We shall now proceed to the reading of papers, and, as the programme 
is a long one, I would remind the members that the part of each paper 
to be read is restricted to thirty minutes. 

The first communication presented was by Professor A. H. Tol- 
man (Ripon College) : 

i. The Style of Anglo-Saxon Poetry* 

Discussion. Dr. James W. Bright (Johns Hopkins University) : 
I am sorry that this important paper has necessarily been abridged 
in the reading. There are portions of the subject which have not 
been made as clear in the presentation as I know them to be in the 
paper itself. This is an eminently important paper. There is an 
advantage in considering a subject historically ; as we go back we get 
conditions of civilization and society which are simpler than those 
which now exist. This is particularly true in art and in literary 
composition. In the Anglo-Saxon, we have the new rhetoric, or 
rather the germs of modern rhetoric. When the aesthetics and the 

*Cf. Trahsatiohs in present volume for the full paper. 



